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World Day of Prayer for Creation

Week 1: September 1st is the world day of prayer for creation

Italicised sections are from “Season of Creation Year C” from the Anglican Church in South Africa. For
this week you might want to choose one of these Bible Studies and then do the activity or stick to the text.

Introduction

The World Day of Prayer for Creation has been growing in significance over the few years and needs to
be supported. In 1989 the Orthodox Church declared 1 September as a Day of Prayer for Creation. In
what has been regarded as an ecumenical gesture of global significance, Pope Francis announced that
the Roman Catholic Church will also recognize September 1 as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation. Other church leaders, including the international heads of various denominations have added
their support. A number of Church organisations, including the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran
World Federation and the Anglican Communion, have joined in this call for prayer. See
www.seasonofcreation.org

What do you ask God for in regard to creation?

Old Testament

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you
to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your
ancestors, is giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take
away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am
charging you.

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise
and discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our
God is whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as
just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to
your children and your children’s children.

The identity of the people of Israel is  inextricably tied to the land. Throughout the Old Testament
we watch them move from wandering shepherds to a settled agricultural and trading nation.
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The cry of the prophets, again and again, is against squandering God’s gift - including the gifts of
the land. Interestingly, agricultural methods in the Torah have informed agricultural methods
throughout history. Crop rotation and letting land lie fallow are concepts which appear in the Old
Testament.

What is your connection to the land (not this land)?

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures and particularly in the prophetic writings it is evident that there is a
connection between the people’s relationship to God and the earth itself. Faithfulness to God and justice
in the community results in the fertility of the land – the blossoming of the desert. The opposite is also
true. In considering major environmental problems like climate change, fracking, acid mine drainage and
plastic pollution, let us explore the link between unjust and exploitative political and social systems and
the destruction of the planet.

What can we do to work for environmental justice – justice and fairness in the way both human beings,
the land, the seas and the atmosphere are treated?
How can we hear both the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth?

The prophet Jeremiah complains that people have forgotten and turned from God. they “have committed
two evils: they have abandoned me, the fountain of living water, and have dug cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:12-13) They no longer listen to God. Our society has also
turned to other gods – gods of materialism and wealth. The earth is no longer regarded as a gift from God
to be used and enjoyed by all for the common good. We privatise nature and attach a market value to it.
The symbol of the cracked cisterns is a powerful one. We are reminded of the precious gift of water, where
it comes from, where it is stored and how it is distributed.
How much does our water cost? (both financially and in other ways)
Why do so many people die from water-borne diseases and lack of adequate sanitation?
Should access to drinkable water not be a basic human right?
What can our church do to ensure the water supply in our community is clean and affordable?
How can the voice of the church be used in advocacy to amplify the voice of the voiceless?
How do we: “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.”
(Proverbs 31:8.) Who can we partner with to address crucial issues of water and sanitation justice?

New Testament

James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of
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his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of
first fruits of his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted
word that has the power to save your souls.

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who
forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing.

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their
religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

James is very clear about insides and outside matching. This is true in whatever walk of life we find
ourselves. We may bemoan the state of the world and be afraid for the safety of all peoples as the
environment and climate changes but if we do nothing then we are not true to our calling.

Why do you think that so many people say they are spiritual and not religious.

In Hebrews are urged to “keep our lives free from the love of money”. (Hebrews 13:5a).
How do we do this?

What is the impact of materialism and consumerism on God’s creation?

In what ways do our economic systems promote greed and hoarding and ultimately the destruction of the
natural environment?

How can we work at transforming our economic systems to be ones that promote sharing and the
preservation of the integrity of creation?

What can we as a church do to model a community of generosity, caring, and sharing what we have?
How can we become a church that is marked by simplicity?

Our faith in Jesus is to be expressed in practical ways: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have”. (v 15, 16) The words from the book of Hebrews which speak about qualities like love and
hospitality are usually taken to refer only to human beings. But what about the rest of creation? Should
our “doing good” and “sharing what we have” not also extend to all God’s creatures, to the whole earth
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community of which human are an integral part? If the good news of the reign of God is for the whole
earth then surely all of life should be our concern?
How can our church become a loving community that embraces all of creation?

In this section wonderful words of the assurance of God’s presence and comfort are quoted: “I will never
leave you or forsake you.”(v 5b) And, “God is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to
me?” (v 6) .If our hands are clenched tightly to hold onto what we have, then we cannot receive blessing
from God. It is as we open our hands to the needs of others that God can pour blessings into our lives.

The Gospel

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around
him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without
washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash
their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the
market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him,
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled
hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand:
there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are
what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy,
slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

In this reading the Pharisees are called to task because they put their rules and regulations before the
needs to eat and be nourished.

What are the sorts of rules and regulations which cause environmental damage and injustice?

How can we change that?

What is the place of legislation in this?

Many readings refer to food/eating in some way.
Where does our food come from?
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Is it healthy?
Is it produced in a sustainable way, in ways in which the land is not exploited so that the fertility of the
soil is not compromised in the process?
Do people have access to land to grow food?
What is the impact of junk food on our bodies and on the environment?
What negative impacts do the genetic modification of food, especially staple food, having on the health of
human beings as well as the health of the environment?

Carbon miles for food describe the amount of evergy used to grow and transport food. “Shop Local” is a
big thing for those that can afford it. However, mass produced and mass shipped non-organic food is all
that is accessible to most people. Did you know that not eating meat for a day or two a week reduces your
carbon footprint more than “Shop Local”. As you answer the next questions, remember that, for some
people it is not a choice whether or not to buy the cheapest. We have food deserts, which are places which
are more than a mile from a grocery store which sells fresh produce. Highly processed carb and fat foods
are cheaper than fresh - even for those who can get to a store.

What can your church do to help ensure that all in your community have sufficient food to eat?
How are we using our church land to grow food?

Does it do any good simply to give bags of vegetables to folk who have lived in or grown up in food
deserts?

What systematic issues prevent just sharing of resources in our community?

What else might be necessary to go beyond handouts and give people a chance at fullness of life, food for
the body, self respect and hope?

Activity:

Make a creation altar frontal. The point of this is participation so be prepared to get something which is
different. I suggest making it on recycled cardboard - delivery boxes are ideal. You can choose the size by
sticking them together. If you don’t want a frontal, consider something to go on a wall or sit on a table.
This should be a group activity.

What you will need:

Scissors,
Strong glue
Old magazines or nature images - even better if you can have a printer and computer set up so people can
find some.
Recyclables
Food packaging
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Anything else you can think of which is relevant to your situation - for example communities near the
ocean might bring fishing line or disposable straws.
Markers
Plain paper (colored if you want).

The prompt is simple: Use what you would like to make a multimedia image representing your prayers for
creation.

See if the group can do it alone - otherwise offer gentle prompts. Resist the urge to take over. Groups of
more than 12 will need to split up and produce panels or separate images. You can figure this out -
optimal group size would be 8. Try to split households up a bit if that is appropriate.

Further reading

Warmback, Andrew. 2017. The Church and Ecological Justice, Cluster Publications, Pietermaritzburg.
UN biodiversity report warns one million species are at risk:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/05/ipbes-un-biodiversity-report-warns-one-millio
n-species-at-risk/
By 2050 there may be more plastic in oceans than fish
https://www.news24.com/Green/News/by2050-there-may-be-more-plastic-in-oceans-than-fish-un-201806
05

Week 2: The Consequences of lifestyle

Engage your Parish in this fun treasure hunt.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=f35b542375&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-a:r-854187382
5942448347&th=17b5515e641081de&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_ksgbkygf0

or

Take a walk around your facility or neighborhood and notice what helps with the environment and what
damages it. Choose one thing to work together to change

Perhaps you could do a trash pick-up or notice a spot which could do with some help and contact the
owner (don’t start anything you cannot finish!)

or

“Green” your environment. Perhaps plant some fruit trees on your grounds for community use. Plant
some butterfly friendly plants like milkweed. Build bat boxes. The options are limitless.

Some resources
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Monarch Butterflies: https://www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/
Bat House Plans
https://www.batcon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/4-Chamber-Nursery-House-Plans.pdf
https://batcon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/RocketBoxPlans.pdf
Week 3: The Community of all Creation

Italicised sections are from “Season of Creation Year C” from the Anglican Church in South Africa.

Mark 7:24-37

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an
unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her
daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So
she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in
the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech;
and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and
put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened,
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The stories in today’s Gospel are both about healing.

What made these people come to Jesus?

Do you think they really expected to be healed?

Can we receive healing, or the answer to any prayer, if we do not expect and answer?

Healing the Planet:

What issue around climate change really bothers you? What breaks your heart? Write it down. Discuss
with your group.

As a group decide on one topic, preferably something that everyone has heard of. Brainstorm what the
group does know about this. What questions do you have?
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We will come back together as a group and, as time allows, let the wisdom of the group add to the
discussion by seeing if anyone knows answers to the questions.

The DOT principle: Do one thing, keep doing it faithfully, inspire others.

Making a Change

Suggestions:

Commit yourself to doing an electricity and fuel audit of your home and your church. See how you can
make small changes (geyser blanket, lift sharing, changing light bulbs). Get others involved in bigger
project – solar panels for the church or school – and find out what your politician’s stance is on
renewable energy and challenge them in letters to the press.

Get your Church denomination to divest from investments in fossil fuels. Look at where your pension
money is invested, can it be taken out of fossil fuels? Remember the DOT principle: Do One Thing. Keep
on doing it faithfully, inspire others, link up with others, and a movement may be started.

Perhaps it is plastic which breaks your heart, clogging our oceans and lands. Commit yourself to stop
using plastic bags for shopping. Reduce one-use plastic for your family. Start a campaign at church! Get
the local churches in your community to put pressure on supermarkets to stop using plastic bags. Sign a
petition to get the Minister of the Environment to ban plastic bags – as has been done in Kenya and
Rwanda. For example churches have started the “Bring your own bag” campaign.

1. Commit to bring your own bag when shopping;
2. invite unemployed church members to make bags;
3. Put pressure on your local store to stop using plastic bags;
4. Put pressure on the government to ban plastic shopping bags

Or perhaps it is the loss of biodiversity that breaks your heart, as animals and birds die out due to our
neglect and greed. Commit yourself at home to stop using chemicals and products that kill insects.
Promote them at church and school. Start an organic garden.

Find a part of Creation near you that you can care for and encourage others to get involved in (river
clean -up, local park or nature reserve). Get involved in an international campaign to protect an animal
you care for.

The needs are huge - but the principle is this: start with what breaks your heart. Find an action you and
your family can take. Inspire others, join networks. Research tells us that transformation change come
when networked individuals change. And have fun!!- God is with you.

We will be building a “pledge tree” - please consider what your pledge to the planet will be, write out
your leaf and stick it to the tree.
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Week 4: The cry of the earth and the cry of the poor

The Trainer Game. Come and play in a group to see if you can survive as a producer in the shoe industry.
It is life or death as you navigate health, housing, education and fluctuating markets. This is a UK game
from CAFOD - trainers are tennis shoes here.

https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/854/6774/version/16/file/secondary_fairtrade_trading-trainers_act
ivity.pdf

Week 5: September 26th The Curse of affluence
https://youtu.be/-XbP4cn8xhU

Do you know which products you eat might easily be Fairtrade or equivalent designations?
How are you able to find out?
These are the common foods which can be Fairtrade.
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Fairtrade designations are complicated.

From “Fair for All Guide”
Certifications

Many of the retailers mentioned on our site display labels on their packaging or logos on their website
that indicate their ethical practices have been verified in some way. Below are some common
certifications or memberships that you might come across while shopping, and a brief description of what
each designation means.

Fair Trade Federation member

The Fair Trade Federation is a trade association for retailers and wholesalers in the
United States and Canada who commit to following fair trade practices. FTF
membership is a designation for organizations, not specific products. To learn more
about the FTF and their membership requirements, visit www.fairtradefederation.org.

Fair Trade certified (Fair Trade USA)

These are the marks used by Fair Trade USA (formerly TransFair USA)
to label products that meet their standards, or that contain ingredients
that have been Fair Trade certified. The black-and-white logo on the left
is the old design, the green logo on the right is a new, updated version
that was released in late 2011. You may still see some packaging with
the old logo on it. These marks designate specific products, not overall
organizations. To learn more about Fair Trade USA’s standards, visit
www.fairtradeusa.org.

Fairtrade certified (Fairtrade International)

This is the mark used by Fairtrade International, whose full name is Fairtrade Labelling
Organizations International (FLO). Fairtrade International coordinates fair trade
labelling at an international level and sets international fair trade standards. This mark
certifies specific products, not overall organizations, and is often seen on European
products, though its use in the United States is increasing. Learn more about this
designation at www.fairtrade.net.

World Fair Trade Organization member
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The World Fair Trade Organization (WFTO) is similar to the Fair Trade Federation, but
its members are from outside North America. Serving Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America, and the Pacific Rim, the WFTO certifies organizations, not specific products.
Learn more about WFTO’s membership requirements and their 10 Principles of Fair
Trade at www.wfto.com.

Fair for Life

The Fair for Life certification is offered by a Swiss organization called the Institute for
Marketecology. The group offers two options for labeled certifications, one focused on
social requirements, and another that adds fair trade practices to those same social
requirements. This label can be applied to specific products or overall organizations.
To learn more about Fair for Life standards and certification, visit www.fairforlife.net.

Green Business Network Certified Member

The Green Business Network is powered by Green America, a leading environmental
action group. Businesses are screened for environmental, social, and accountability
criteria. The GBN is currently in the process of transitioning from an overall approval
method to one that includes bronze, silver, and gold tiers for different levels of
achievement. You may see older versions of their certification logo on retailers’
websites. To learn more about the GBN and its screening process, visit

www.greenbusinessnetwork.org.

Certified B Corporation

To become a certified B Corporation, a company must earn at least 80 out of 200
possible points on an assessment that evaluates practices related to accountability,
employees, consumers, the community, and the environment. B Corps seek to harness
the power of private enterprise to create public benefit. To learn more, visit
www.bcorporation.net.

These are stories on individuals. Take note of what is important to them and what you learn from their
stories.

https://youtu.be/AJm03yFhe1c

https://youtu.be/8KCrsZB4SKw

What did you learn that you did not know before?
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Is there anything which surprises you?
What does the Fairtrade program provide beyond basic income?

Week 6: St Francis Day

Some Facts from Earthday.org

GET THE FACTS:

Global meat consumption has grown by 20% over the last 10 years. This comes at an extreme cost to our

planet: The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that the meat industry generates

nearly one-fifth of the human-caused greenhouse gas emissions accelerating climate change worldwide —

more than the entire transportation sector!

Producing meat also requires a huge amount of water. An estimated 1,800-2,500 gallons of water go into a

single pound of beef. By comparison, producing a plant-based burger uses 75-95% less water.

Imagine how much carbon and resources we could save if we ate less meat. Even just eating meat one less

day a year would make a difference.

For instance, if over the course of a year you…

Ate one less burger per week: You’d reduce emissions equivalent to taking your car off the road for 320

miles.

Skip meat and cheese one day a week with your family: You’d reduce emissions equivalent to taking your

car off the road for five weeks, or reducing everyone’s daily showers by 3 minutes!

Skip steak once a week with your family: You’d reduce emissions equivalent to taking your care off the road

for nearly three months.

If the entire U.S. did not eat meat or cheese for just one day a week: We’d reduce emissions equivalent to

not driving 91 billion miles — the same as taking 7.6 million cars off the road.
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Farming methods can improve -
https://www.carbonbrief.org/video-how-beef-farmers-can-reduce-their-carbon-footprint

Let’s look at the carbon footprint of some favorite meals
http://www.eatlowcarbon.org/food-scores/
What have you learned?
What might you be able to pledge to change in your food habits?

What is your Foodprint? Follow this link to more calculators
https://www.carbonbrief.org/video-how-beef-farmers-can-reduce-their-carbon-footprint

Week 7: Harvest and Service

You may want to include a time for folk to offer symbols of their daily work during worship. Traditionally
Harvest Sunday was the day when an offering was made from the harvest but in modern times the fruits
of our labors look very different. How you do this will be different for each community.

Do a community service project together. Again, this is a local thing so have fun!!
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